
 

             

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 

 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time-Year A-July 5th 2020 

 

Readings: Zechariah 9: 9-10, Psalm 144, Romans 8: 9. 11-13, 

Matthew 11: 25-30 

 

It is a well- worn cliché that you will never know as much as when you were 

young. When I was young I knew everything. The older you get, if you are 

remotely in touch with reality and not just your ego, the more you realise just 

how little you have ever known – and that’s before we even get onto the vast 

hinterland of what we have now forgotten. Jesus today thanks God for hiding 

the truth from the ‘clever’ and conveying it to the children. What does He 

mean? Is this an argument for stupid Christians, unthinking followers? An 

army of robotic simpletons?                                                      

I don’t believe so, not least because the Church, throughout her lifetime, has 

been a strong bastion, advocate and deliverer of education and contained the 

finest and most enquiring minds of most ages. What we must be wary of is the 

‘know all’ effect of our own briefly sparkling wisdom. When a man says to me 

that he is an agnostic, I can respect that. He accepts that he does not know. 

When a man says that he is an atheist, I am puzzled by so much doctrinaire 

fundamentalist certainty. When I, as a believer, speak of Jesus, I say, as we say 

at Mass, I BELIEVE. My knowledge, my experience of the Presence of God, 

my ‘science’ – for that is the questing of knowledge – leads me to the 

conclusion that I may trust Him and believe in Him. I say, I BELIEVE. I do not 

say, ‘I KNOW’. Over the years that belief has become knowledge but it is a 

Faith and those two things co-inhere.                                                                                     

As a child I learnt, from day one, what worked, how to react, whom to trust. I 



did so with an innocence and a phenomenal rate of enquiry and assimilation of 

what is real – just as every other child of Man. When Jesus asks us to be like 

children, He is not asking us to be ignorant, or naughty or foolish or 

irresponsible. He is taking us back to that place, before we thought we knew 

everything, where we were utterly open to the daily revelation of truths that 

would inform us and save us and guide us and walk us in the ways of wonder, 

true scientists of the soul, and able, with the simplicity of a child’s vision, to 

discern the authentic and the true. 
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