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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
The weeping prophet 
Readings: Jeremiah 20: 7-9, Ps 62, Romans 12: 1-2, Matthew 16: 21-27 
 
 
 

The first time I encountered the name of the great Hebrew prophet, 

Jeremiah, was in the conversations of my grandmother’s generation. 

If someone was referred to as a ‘Jeremiah’, it meant that they were a 

‘misery guts’, always looking on the black side of everything, a party pooper. 

Up to a point they were correct. But such dismissive language is to greatly 

misunderstand this giant of the Old Testament and his importance for our 

understanding of the Christian Way. 

 

Jeremiah was born into a priestly family in the final years of the kingdom of 

Judah. He ministered through the reigns of the last five kings and he 

witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the ruin of Solomon’s Temple in 

586 BC. He is known, in Jewish tradition as ‘the weeping prophet’ and there 

was plenty of cause for his sorrow. His scroll attests that he was called from 

before he was born to be a prophet of God’s Word and that he thought 

himself inadequate to the task and was agonised daily by the job he had 

been given.  

 

Today’s text shows a deep personal relationship with God and the cost of 

his ministry. Jeremiah wishes, with all his heart, that he didn’t have to say 



the things God tells him to say to his people. They laugh at him and mock 

him. Later they will persecute and imprison him. They will throw him down 

a well. They will beat him and demand the death penalty for him. Much of 

his suffering is replicated later by the Apostle Paul. 

 

But, in spite of the cost, Jeremiah ploughs on. Indeed he records that 

whenever he tries to stop speaking the Word of God, ‘there is, as it were, in 

my heart a burning fire shut up in my bones and I am weary with holding it 

in and I cannot.’ He must speak God’s Word. 

 

Jeremiah does not do this out of self-righteousness, personal resentment, 

political preference or bitterness at his treatment. Indeed he does it out of 

love for his people. In this he shares the heart of God and the agony that 

goes with it.  

 

The little kingdom of Judah is wedged between the great superpowers of 

Egypt, Babylon and Assyria. It is always trying to work out its best interest 

alliance, defend its prosperity and indulge its materialism or idolatry as the 

Bible calls it.  Its most needful relationship, that with Almighty God, takes 

approximately seventeenth place. 

 

Jeremiah’s call then is for the nation to repent, to turn back to God, to give 

the restoration of the Faith the absolute priority. If the society rejects God, 

the kingdom will fall into the hands of the barbarians and all will be lost. 

Ruin and exile will follow. 

 

It is, you will readily appreciate, a deeply uncomfortable ministry and not 

one that any sane person would volunteer for. Indeed Jeremiah himself 



never wanted it and, as today’s passage illustrates, would happily have been 

‘stood down’ from it. Against the faithful prophet and God’s Word were 

ranged the entire vested interests of the governing class, the monarch, the 

nobility, the senior establishment clergy, the professional politicians and the 

court prophets, the ancient media. 

 

Fortunately such a situation could not arise in our own happy land. 

Jeremiah and the fall of Jerusalem was all long ago and faraway. So what is 

our part in all this? 

 

St. Paul, in this morning’s passage to the Romans, gives us a clue. ‘Do not be 

conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.’ 

 

Christians see things differently from the materialists. Why? Because we 

offer ourselves as living sacrifices to God. That is what we do at Mass. Thus, 

and only thus, can we hear the Word of God above the clamour of secular 

interest and seek salvation for the society in which we live. We are not 

conformed to the world but transformed by God. We are necessarily deeply 

counter cultural wherever the culture rejects the eternal truths of God. 

And we are encouraged in this by Jesus Himself as He instructs Peter that 

the way of the Cross is what awaits those who are faithfully following God’s 

Word. 

 

Jeremiah and Paul both reflect the Word of God that becomes flesh in 

Jesus. We are called, not of our own merits or choosing, often put in 

situations in which we would rather not be and asked to be faithful 

witnesses to the truth who is the Way and the Life. We do not reject the 

infidelities in our culture out of spite or pique. We do so, like Jeremiah, with 



weeping.  We do so out of a passionate desire to see repentance, 

reconciliation with God, renewal and revival and the salvation of Man. 

 

No-one will be reading your scroll or mine in an thousand years time but 

our witness, in our own time, should be no less passionate for the   

re-conversion of our land and its restoration to the paths of righteousness 

and the high road to Heaven. 

 

Jesus said, ‘What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits 

his life? But anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it.’ Paul and 

Jeremiah knew the cost as, increasingly do many of our brothers and sisters 

suffering throughout the world today.  

 

Are we prepared to be such faithful witnesses in our time and in our land? 

With Jeremiah we weep for the civilisation that has been nurtured by God 

and now turned its back on Him. Our motive, like his, must be that 

sorrowful love that seeks always and everywhere the salvation of our land. 
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