
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 
 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
Readings: 1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12, Ps 118, Romans 8: 28-30, Matthew 13: 44-52  
 
 
 

Athwart the invisible borderline between Europe and Asia sits the great city 

of Constantinople, re-designated, since its fall and sack by the armies of 

Ottoman Islam in 1453, as Istanbul.  At the point where the Bosphorus 

merges with the Sea of Marmara in the Straits of St. George sits the 

architectural miracle of Hagia Sophia, built in the early sixth century by the 

Emperor Justinian. For the best part of a thousand years it remained the 

centre of Eastern Christendom. It is the Church of the Holy Wisdom. 

 

Now 560 years since the Divine Liturgy was offered there and the 

sacramental Presence of Christ revealed to the faithful on its altar, it 

remains a glorious remembrance of the theological understanding, religious 

genius and humility before God of the Emperor and the lost Communion of 

the East. 

 

The Holy Wisdom to which it is dedicated is nothing less than the LOGOS, 

the Word of God, the Second Person of the Trinity who incarnates as Jesus 

Christ Our Lord.  It is a profound declaration in stone of the centrality of 

Christ to our understanding of all things and the revelation of God. 



In the Eastern liturgy you will hear the Deacon sing, before the Word of God 

is proclaimed, ‘Wisdom……Attend!’  In Eastern Orthodox theology wisdom 

for us humans is best seen in humility and there is sound reason for this. 

 

The Scripture teaches us that ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom’.  That is because we begin , in our investigation of ultimate reality, 

by coming to acknowledge the awesomeness of God the Almighty, the 

omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all knowing) eternal One, our origin 

and our end, the Creator of all, the I AM that is the source of all being. 

 

When we have done that we can return to the terrifying brevity and fragility 

of our mortal reality as creatures. We can understand our utter dependence 

upon Him who IS. We can begin to realise the extraordinary mercy that 

reaches out to fallen man and offers him reconciliation, restoration and a 

place in the divine life for eternity. To comprehend that is the beginning of 

our little human wisdom coming to terms with the Wisdom of God. 

It is something of the enormity of that project of salvation that Justinian 

tried to express in the great domes and beautiful ikons of the Church of the 

Holy Wisdom. 

 

In today’s Old Testament reading we see the new king, Solomon, before 

God. He has got to the throne over a trail of bodies and broken allegiances, 

subterfuge and dynastic mayhem. Now he must rule. God invites him to 

make a request to help him fulfil his royal vocation. Does he ask for wealth, 

power, longevity, empire, fame? No. He asks simply for Wisdom, that 

essential humility before God that allows us a share in the divine 

understanding, a glimpse of the world as God sees it and a corresponding 



heart of love and a desire for the fulfilment of God’s purposes – not our 

own selfish ends. 

 

The Holy Wisdom, revealed in flesh in Jesus, is that priceless treasure for 

which all else will be sacrificed. He is the key. God approves of Solomon’s 

request and grants it. 

 

We 21st century pilgrims live in a rather different society. We have 

knowledge in abundance – or at least it is but the click of a mouse away. 

We do not have to research, trawl, dig. Knowledge is overflowing. 

We may not retain it. We may not understand it. We may not be able to 

collate it. We may prefer it pre-packaged, trivialised, conclusions 

conveniently drawn and reduced to slogans. Truth may often be the 

casualty the inability to assess, ponder, test against what is known, what 

has proved to be true. There is, at every level, the rush to judgement. It is 

not pretty and it seldom leads to the eternal verities or the joy that 

accompanies them. Information is twisted and spun to maximise emotional 

reaction, as if this were a substitute for reason and reflection. That way, of 

course, lies tyranny and the fall of the earthly kingdom. 

 

As Christians we can be grateful for the information economy but we should 

never confuse it with wisdom. With Solomon we need to pray for a 

discerning heart and the ability to distinguish right from wrong. What 

Solomon prayed for as one desperate individual facing the challenge of his 

life, we pray for as little brothers and sisters of Christ, the Holy Wisdom 

incarnate. We have an advantage over Solomon because it is this Holy 

Wisdom that the Church, down the millennia, has represented on her altars, 

proclaimed in her preaching and set forth in her teaching. 



 

As we enter a new dark age, it will be up to us, as it was to our courageous 

forebears, to keep the flame alight in the sanctuary and to bear witness to 

the Holy Wisdom who is Christ, the light of the world and the only hope of 

the redemption of fallen man.   
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