
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 
The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the Devil   
Readings:  Leviticus 19: 1-2, 17-18, Psalm 102, 1 Corinthians 3: 16-23, 
 Matthew 5: 38-48 
 
 
Last week at the Court of Appeal it was decided that British Courts could 

indeed, as Parliament had mandated, impose whole life sentences on those 

guilty of the most heinous crimes of murder. The dispute, predictably, with 

our legal masters in Europe, was the equivalent of how many angels can 

dance on the head of a pin. There is a technical disagreement about the 

nature of any review and, no doubt, when the vote on Europe is safely in 

the bag for the governing classes, our courts will be brought to heel as 

usual.  

 

The irony for us as Christians is that, while we may disagree on the fate of 

some psychopath who has committed three or four murders, we live 

currently in a country which gives refugee status to foreign warlords 

implicated in acts of genocide and give charitable status, vast amounts of 

public money and the occasional gong to those involved in the mass 

slaughter of children in the abortion industry. 

 

Still, it is good to know that debates about legal niceties are not restricted 

to first century Rabbinic Judaism. 



The dispute between Jesus and his contemporaries is a profound one about 

the very nature of the LAW. 

 

The Law is, remember, the supreme gift of God to His Chosen People.  Jesus 

does not dispute that but goes further. He leads us to the foundational 

principles of God’s heart that underlies the law. It is, as always with Jesus, 

the counsel of perfection. 

 

The Law, as it stood, was a brake on man’s barbarity. The Lex Talionis, as it 

was called, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, was limited, 

proportionate justice. Whatever damage you deliberately caused to another 

would be the price you paid. It was a serious discouragement to sin and 

abuse.  Indeed it was quite sophisticated.  If you lied to try to get an 

opponent convicted falsely then, on discovery of your perjury, you would be 

subject to the penalty that your innocent opponent would have endured – 

up to and including the death penalty. 

 

The alternative justice of ancient tribes was simple. You kill my son and I 

wipe out your tribe. This instinctive and remorseless law of the never 

ending blood feud and cycle of bitterness and revenge was ended by the Lex 

Talionis.  We are beginning to see, in proportionality and response, the 

foundations of the moral law governing the principles of a just war.  

 

The Word of God, in Christ, of course, goes to the very root of the sinfulness 

that lies behind our falling out with our fellow man.  Jesus gives us some 

examples. 

 

When we are insulted – the back handed slap referred to in this passage is a 

serious act of contempt – we are to offer the other cheek. This is both a 



pacific gesture and, I might add, a direct challenge to the intention of the 

person assaulting you. But it does not escalate the situation. 

 

The cloak is a further example. In Jewish law if you took a poor man’s cloak 

in pledge for a debt nevertheless you must return it at sundown so he can 

sleep in it. So Jesus insists on the extravagant grace of the victim here – as 

He will do later on the Cross. 

 

The Roman imposition to carry kit for a mile (not a kilometre please) is 

extended as an act of generosity into two miles and has added a line to our 

language.  

 

Willingness, lack of bitterness, being able to take a slap, an insult, without 

escalating the feud, resenting the imposition, seeking to retaliate and 

making the problem worse. That is part of our calling and our enoblement 

in Christ. 

 

For ourselves we are prepared to take the insult without seeking either 

proportionate or disproportionate revenge or satisfaction. All the examples 

are for us as individuals as witnesses for Christ.  Thus the road to 

martyrdom. 

 

God often uses the apparent triumph of evil for His providential purposes. 

 

Through Christ’s death on the Cross, the greatest evil in human history – the 

rejection and murder of God’s only Son – God brought the greatest of good, 

Christ’s glorification and our redemption. From the sale of Joseph into Egypt 

by his jealous brothers, God fashioned their salvation. From the martyrdom 



of Stephen, God began to work on the heart of Paul that would climax in his 

conversion on the Damascus Road. 

 

What Christ does not say is that there is never a circumstance in which evil 

should be resisted - from St. Michael’s  war in heaven to expel the rebel 

angels to the Cross itself and the harrowing of Hell. From the righteous fury 

that cleanses the Temple of God of deceit, misrepresentation and 

corruption to the millstone around the neck and casting into the sea that 

Jesus prescribes for those who would abuse or destroy the innocent.  At the 

close of our most sacred prayer we cry, ‘Libera nos a malo’ – Deliver us from 

evil. 

 

Christians are to be utterly serious about the war against evil wherever the 

evil one manifests himself. For, as the Catechism tells us, ‘There is not a 

single aspect of the Christian message that is not in part an answer to the 

question of evil.’ 

 

For ourselves, Christ tells us, we are to answer insult, imposition and 

degradation with grace, humility and generosity.  For the righteousness of 

God and the dignity of Man we are to be unfailing advocates whatever the 

cost.  As St. John reminds us (I Jn 3v8), ‘The reason the Son of God appeared 

was to destroy the works of the devil.’  That remains the task of His Church. 

 

 2014 Fowey Retreat 

 


