
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
29th  Sunday Year C 
 
All Scripture is inspired by God 
Readings:  Exodus 17: 8-13, Ps 120, 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:2, Luke 18: 8 
 
 
Most Catholics will tell you that they really don’t know their Bible. They do this 

in humility and clearly of the opinion that this sets them apart from their more 

educated Protestant friends. Sadly I am able to enlighten them that, in my 

experience, most Anglicans and Methodists do not know the Bible and, among 

my wider circle of Protestant friends I would say that some of them are limited 

to a reasonable grasp of the ‘proof texts’ that underpin their particular, if I may 

use an oxymoron, schismatic tradition. 

 

When I went to Baptist Sunday School we learnt passages by heart and we 

knew why we weren’t Anglicans and why Catholics weren’t Christians. But they 

did teach me a lifelong love of Scripture for which I shall, I trust, be literally 

eternally grateful. 

 

One of the things that Catholics rarely grasp, in their humility and apology for 

ignorance, is that they live in the most profoundly Biblical Church. Indeed I can 

safely guarantee that Catholics hear more Bible than any other group of 

Christians on the planet. The reason for this is quite simple. The liturgy of the 

Mass is Bible, Bible, Bible. The liturgy of the offices of the Breviary is Bible, 

Bible, Bible (plus a reading from the Fathers – about the Scriptures). Catholics 

are soaked in Scripture. 



Now we may not pay enough attention to it and that is folly. We may not 

memorise it and that is a modern weakness. We may not reflect on it often 

enough and that is laziness. But we get it ‘in spades’. 

 

What Catholics don’t do is sit around in Bible Study groups deciding what the 

Bible means and there are sound theological and historic reasons for that.  

Historically, of course, we live in an age where there are hundreds of thousands 

of ‘churches’ (so called), sects, groups etc., all products of the Reformation and 

all the result of the besetting sin of Protestantism, SCHISM – division.  

 

Disagreement with the teaching of the Church led them to break from her 

communion and then to break with one another in a never ending process of 

acrimony and self-righteousness. It is, and very modern, the triumph of private 

opinion over the Apostolic teaching. You get rid of the Pope so that you can be 

a ‘pope’ in your own front room. 

 

Theologically, of course, it is equally absurd. Who can interpret the Holy Spirit 

inspired inerrant Word of God but the Body of Christ, the Church, brought into 

being and continually inspired by the same Holy Spirit of God?  

 

Put shortly, the Bible is the Book of the Catholic Church. Under inspiration she 

has written it, discerned the Canon of its contents and faithfully, consistently 

and coherently interpreted it for two millennia of the faithful by the Apostolic 

Traditio and the Petrine Magisterium. 

 

No other body that claims to be a church has a higher doctrine of Holy Scripture 

than the Catholic Church. The Bible – all of it, not the edited version of the 

Reformation – is the Holy Spirit inspired Word of God. It is inerrant. The Bible is 

the Book of the Catholic Church.  It is not a free floating set of texts hurled from 



heaven to be scrapped over. It can only be understood within the Apostolic 

tradition of the Church. 

 

In our epistle today St. Paul exhorts Timothy to remember what he has been 

taught and to know the Scriptures.  This, remember, at a time when the New 

Testament did not exist in anything other than the oral teaching of the 

Apostles.  So both are important, text and Apostolic teaching. 

 

Dei Verbum, the greatest (and shortest of the major documents of the Second 

Vatican Council) puts it like this:  

 

‘There exists a close connection and communication between sacred tradition 

and Sacred Scripture. For both of them, flowing from the same divine wellspring, 

merge into a unity and tend toward the same end.   

 

Sacred tradition and Sacred Scripture form one sacred deposit of the word of 

God, committed to the Church. Holding fast to this deposit the entire holy 

people united with their shepherds remain always steadfast in the teaching of 

the Apostles, in the common life, in the breaking of the bread and in prayers, so 

that holding to, practicing and professing the heritage of the faith, it becomes 

on the part of the bishops and faithful a single common effort. 

 

But the task of authentically interpreting the word of God, whether written or 

handed on, has been entrusted exclusively to the living teaching office of the 

Church, whose authority is exercised in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

This teaching office is not above the word of God, but serves it, teaching only 

what has been handed on, listening to it devoutly, guarding it scrupulously and 

explaining it faithfully in accord with a divine commission and with the help of 



the Holy Spirit, it draws from this one deposit of faith everything which it 

presents for belief as divinely revealed.’ 

 

As Catholics we need to grasp that we have everything that God has given to 

His Church.    As for Holy Scripture we need to: 

Know it – for St. Jerome tells us that ‘ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of 

Christ’    

Love it – Dei Verbum tells us that we venerate the Scripture as we venerate the 

Body of Christ  and  

Use it – a St. Paul tells us, to teach, correct, guide, call to obedience and lead to 

holiness – in short preach the Gospel and fulfil the mission of the Church.  
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