
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
22nd Sunday Year C 
 
Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled 
Readings:  Ecclesiasticus 3: 17-20, 28-29, Ps 67, Hebrews 12: 18-19, 22-24, Luke 
14: 1, 7-14 
 
 
Very occasionally, in the Gospels, one can see and source the origin of some 

misapprehensions in the practice of the Faith.  It is not that Jesus should not 

have said certain things – who am I to correct Our Lord? – but rather that, 

somewhere in translation into action , there has been a clear misunderstanding. 

 

I remember the first time I got to take up the collection.  I realised that, as 

several folk delayed me while they rummaged in their pockets and purses 

before selecting the smallest coin available, that they had got the wrong end of 

the stick from the story of the Widow’s mite.  I was sorely tempted to go back 

and say that if they were that hard up perhaps they had better take some 

money out of the collection. 

 

Similarly today’s Gospel. Why do Christians always seem to fight for the back 

row? Why when you give a talk is the front row nearly always vacant? (I just 

remove the empty chairs and move the lectern forward). 

 

Presumably not because there is a history of speakers with personal freshness 

issues. No. It is because Jesus told us to take the back seat because someone 



more important would show up and we would have the humiliation of being 

publicly relegated. 

Well…..Jesus is reflecting on the self importance of those around Him. How they 

park their bums in the seats of honour. Imagine turning up to your wedding and 

finding the row for your family occupied by some self important local bigwig 

and his entourage? 

 

You walk into your dad’s funeral and your seats by the coffin are bursting with 

people you hardly know.  In both cases they would be swiftly shunted back a 

good few rows in full view of the assembly. 

 

What would Jesus have made of the old practice of ‘pew rents’ whereby well to 

do families paid for and occupied prime seating in perpetuity?  (The old box 

pews could accommodate a family of eight, a full picnic and a decent game of 

cribbage for when the Protestant minister waxed exceedingly eloquent.) 

 

Jesus is teaching here about the folly of self importance, not giving instruction 

to be as far away from Mass as possible.  But there is instruction for His 

disciples too.  You will recall the request to be seated on His right hand and on 

His left. We are reminded that, at the end of it all, we are all guests of the 

wedding of Heaven and Earth, that is to say, Jesus, and it is the Host who 

decides who does what and who sits where. We dare not arrogate to ourselves 

that right. We are all here by invitation. So we are to be humble and play the 

part God has given us. And that is fine because, I don’t know about you but I 

have a lot to be humble about. 

 

Having been given a place on the guest list, undeserving and unworthy as we 

are, we are to repay that hospitality by hospitality of our own. 

 



There are two key things here that Jesus asks us to address. 

When we entertain our friends, who will, in their turn, invite us round to their 

place, would we dream of spending as much on giving sustenance to the 

undeserving poor and disadvantaged?  Does our charitable work anywhere near 

match our self indulgence? 

 

The second is this. We all came as poor, blind, beggars to the banquet of 

salvation. We are not here because we deserve to be. We are here by the grace 

of God and because someone brought us to Jesus. 

 

Do we simply talk about this with our fellow Christians or do we seek to invite 

others to the Holy Bread of Eternal Life and the Chalice of everlasting Salvation? 

Humble. Generous. Wanting to share our bread with the poor and to share 

Jesus with those who do not yet know or love Him. 
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