
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
The Most Holy Trinity Year A 
 
God so loved the world 
Readings: Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9, Daniel 3: 52-56, 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13, 
John 3: 16-1 
 
 
 

Those of you who are fans of WWF - American wrestling - a mixture of 

pantomime and incredible gymnastics in which huge men appear to damage 

one another which would be lethal to lesser mortals - may remember a guy 

called ‘Stone Cold Steve Austin’.  

 

‘Stone Cold’ because he appeared to approach every encounter with 

opposing monsters with breath taking coolness and ‘Stone Cold’ because 

that’s how most of his opponents ended up. 

 

Anyway… ‘Stone Cold Steve Austin’ always entered the ring - the good guy 

in every contest - wearing a t-shirt which simply proclaimed the legend 

‘3:16’.   To the baying and adoring American audience he did not need to 

say anymore. He represented goodness and his allegiance was to the One 

who gave us ‘3:16’ - Jesus.  

 

3:16 is, of course, the famous verse we heard in this morning’s Gospel 

reading and it comes towards the end of Jesus encounter with the night 

visitor Nicodemus. Nicodemus learnt many things that night - mysteries that 

would enlighten two millennia of the church and turn him, an intrigued 



Pharisee, into a defender of Jesus, a man who helped bury Him and a 

faithful believer in the Risen Lord.  

 

That verse, 3:16, is remarkable for many reasons but not least because, in 

its couple of dozen words, it encapsulates the entire Gospel, the good news 

that will transform the destiny of man.  It also, but this is another sermon, 

contains the refutation of every major heresy that has ever afflicted the 

Church of God. 

 

The Church, in her wisdom gives us this precious text on Trinity Sunday.  

 

God…. 

 

There is one God. We are not polytheists or idolaters. We do not, like the 

ancient world, invent gods for every aspect of life, little projections of our 

flawed humanity, vicious, cruel and uncaring. 

 

But we are not deists either. The God we worship is personal. He is not 

some abstract power or principle who acts in arbitrary or mechanistic way. 

He is known to us by his self-revelation in his persona of Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.   We have not made Him in our image. He has made us in His 

image and therefore we can have a personal relationship with Him.  

 

so loved… 

 

Here we see the mainstream of all God’s activity. It is love. It is not legalism 

or judgementalism. It is love and because it is divine love, perfect love, it 

seeks always the good of the other. 

 



the world… 

 

Some ancient, and indeed modern heresies, teach a god who cares for the 

spiritual but not the material. This is not the God we know. He made the 

world. He saw that it was very good. He longs to redeem it from its 

falleness. It is why Jesus rose from the dead bodily- all our humanity must 

be saved, reconciled and restored to glory.  

 

that He gave… 

 

Salvation is not a deal. It is a gift. We have done nothing to deserve it. We 

have only to accept it. As St Augustine put it, ‘What do we have that we 

were not given?’ The answer is nothing. It is all gift and our life should 

therefore be an endless thanksgiving (eucharist) for Gods gift: 

 

His only begotten Son. 

 

Jesus- there is no other, no subsititute, no alternative. Only the Son of God, 

utterly unique, second person of the Trinity, can bring God into man and, in 

so doing, through the sacrifice of Calvary, bring man into the eternity of 

God.  

 

Whosoever… 

 

Christianity does not have a caste system. It doesn’t matter who you are, 

where you are from, what colour your skin, what language you speak, who 

your mum and dad were – ‘WHOSOEVER’ – the Gospel is for all.  The Church 

is universal.  

 



believes in him… 

 

This is not academic knowledge, secular wisdom. This is the deepest trust of 

the heart. When all is said and done, when our body fails and our fragile 

understanding goes ragged at the edges, can we say with the deep wisdom 

of the heart, ‘Lord, I love you and I trust you.’? 

 

should not perish… 

 

It is the fate of fallen man to perish but the Gospel overturns that fate and 

restores mans destiny. Sinners, we are subject to death but in Christ we will 

not perish. All that must be cleansed will be refined in the purgatorial fire of 

His love. But if we have put our hand in His and lived for Him we will not 

perish.  

 

but have everlasting life. 

 

Only God is eternal yet, in Christ, he raises up his creatures to the dignity of 

immortality and eternity and divinity.  St Athanasius wrote, ‘God became 

man that man might become God’. That astonishing promise is at the heart 

of the Gospel of Christ.  

 

3:16 is its quintessential  proclamation.  Like ‘Stone Cold Steve Austin’ wear 

it on your shirt. Hold it in your heart. Remember it when you encounter the 

enemy, how ever big and ugly he may be.  And tell everyone you know 

because it’s for them too.  
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