
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
The Ascension of the Lord - Year B 
 
In Christ man is taken up to God’s divinity   
Readings: Acts 1:1-11, Ps 46, Ephesians 4:1-13, Mark 16:15-2 
 
 
 
 
In the Office of Readings, to which a priest is daily committed, we are 

given large chunks of Holy Scripture and then a reading from the Church 

Fathers. We all have our favourites. When I hear the pastoral counsel of 

Pope Clement I the centuries peel away and the gentle voice of a familiar 

friend whispers through the confessional screen with warm 

encouragement and joy. When I hear the wisdom of Leo the Great, I am 

in the company of a man whose holiness and authority turned the terror 

Attila and his armies from the gates of Rome. 

 

So it was with great pleasure this week that I opened my breviary to the 

eve of Ascensiontide to read this from St. Leo: ‘The days between the 

Resurrection and the Ascension did not pass in uneventful leisure, but 

great mysteries were ratified in them and deep truths were revealed. 

In those days the fear of death was removed with all its terrors, and the 

immortality not only of the soul but also of the flesh was established. 

In those days the Holy Spirit was poured upon the Apostles through the 

Lord breathing on them and to the blessed Apostle Peter, set above the 



rest, the keys of the kingdom are entrusted and the care of the Lord’s 

flock.’ 

 

A busy time indeed for the final and irrefutable proofs of salvation in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

This is what we have been celebrating this Eastertide and the Ascension 

provides both the climax and the clincher. The Risen Christ, body and 

soul, divinity and humanity ascends to the Eternal Father. 

 

Not only has Christ taken our humanity through life and through the 

gates of death but He now translates it into eternity. This is why the 

Gospels are so insistent about the tangibility and corporeal reality of the 

Risen Christ. He is not a ghost but the full humanity raised up. In Him we 

are assured that our little time locked mortality will be translated into 

eternal life. The Christian claim is nothing short of sensational. In Christ 

God takes on our humanity. 

 

In Christ Man is taken up into God’s divinity. Only so can Man dwell in 

eternity. Nothing short of this stupendous reality can do the trick. 

 

And Christ insists on the whole person – the Body is raised. We are 

integrally body and soul and I am not truly me as a simple discarnate 

spirit. My humanity is what God made – body and soul. My salvation 

cannot be separate from the total reality of who I am. 

 

So God will raise me up. God will raise you up. 



For those who doubt this we know, even as agnostic scientists, that 

matter cannot be created or destroyed, so it is little problem for the 

Creator of All to reconstitute in eternity what has been our form in the 

flicker of time. 

 

The Ascension of Christ, predicated in the ascent of the prophet Elijah 

and confirmed as the destiny of the Faithful in the Assumption of Our 

Lady, is not some simple and charming fantasy on the Bethany Road but 

the real translation of the destiny of Man from the corruption of 

mortality to the transcendent hope of eternity with God. 

 

With the Ascension of Christ, the work of salvation is complete, our 

future secured if we will but dwell in the Risen, Ascended , Glorified 

Christ. 

 

With the Pentecost will come the universal power of God to energise His 

people to take this glorious message of God’s love into a world otherwise 

doomed to death and decay. 

 

For the moment we will just stand with the Apostles on the Bethany 

Road, looking up into Heaven and giving thanks for the loving 

condescension of God in Christ and, in the same Jesus, the divinisation of 

Man. Then back to the task of Evangelisation, the salvation of Man.  
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