
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 
Ecclesia – The Called  
Readings: Isaiah 8:23-9:3, Ps 26, 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17, Matthew 4: 12-
23 
 
 
One of the things that our Faith teaches us is that each one of us has a place 

and task to fulfil in the purposes of God’s Kingdom. That place and task is 

unique to us and, if we don’t do it nobody else will. The team is weakened 

by our lack of effort and strengthened by our faithfulness and presence. We 

know also, thanks be to God, that we can achieve nothing in our own 

strength but only by the grace and mercy of God’s love for us in Jesus. We 

know that God has won the victory for us in Christ’s triumph on the Cross 

and we are invited to be part of the triumph that passes through Golgotha 

and Calvary’s Tree through the very gates of eternity. 

 

To our little part in all this we give the simple and sober title of vocation. 

Each one of us is to respond to that calling, for that is what vocation means.  

 

Indeed so central to the idea of our Christian journey is the idea of vocation 

that the Church herself rejoices in the original title Ecclesia (from which, of 

course, we get the word ecclesiastical.) The word means simply ‘THE 

CALLED’. The Church of God is those who have responded to the Call of God 

in Christ Jesus Our Lord. 



So for each man and woman called to the service of Christ there is a twofold 

action. They are to respond to that call and give their lives to Him. They are 

to seek to discern God’s particular task in the spread of the joy and mercy 

and peace of His Kingdom. 

 

We usually encounter the word ‘vocation’ in the context of priesthood or 

the religious life – and that is not wrong for without these gifts the Church 

Herself will be starved of the Presence of the Sacramental life that feed her 

and the deep wells of prayer from which she will draw in her active work in 

the world. 

 

But vocation is wider than that. The call may be to teaching, to medicine, to 

care of the needy, to civic duty, to being a good mother or father, to 

marriage, to administration, to building or cleaning or farming or industry or 

simply serving where we are put with a joyful heart and thereby dignifying 

labour and bearing witness to the One who made and sustains all things. 

 

The great poet and divine, George Herbert, once wrote:  

‘Teach me, my God and King, in all things Thee to see 

And what I do in anything to do it as for Thee.’ 

Such a heart not only dignifies labour but it instructs the heart of man in 

humility and service and enlightens those around by its attractive grace. 

 

As ‘the Called’ we are to seek opportunity, and take those opportunities 

given, to call others to come to know Him ‘whose service is perfect 

freedom’.  

 

Many of us are, I think, intimidated by the Biblical stories of God’s call and, 

indeed, the lives of the Saints. We hear of their remarkable, immediate and 



profound response to God and cannot quite accommodate that greatness 

to the humble trappings of our own spiritual journeys. 

 

Take today’s Gospel. Jesus appears on the Galilee shoreline and calls the 

four great foundational disciples, Peter, Andrew, James and John. Without 

batting an eyelid they drop what they are doing and follow Jesus. Their 

ordinary lives abandoned, they walk out never looking back.  But it is not 

quite as simple as that. There is a back story to this remarkable event and 

we are indebted to John’s Gospel for that. 

 

We know that Andrew and Peter had been to the Jordan to witness the 

ministry of John the Baptist. We know that he had pointed them to, the as 

yet unknown, Jesus. We know that they had followed him to his lodging and 

had tea with Him. We know that Andrew was convinced this was the 

Messiah. So the Galilee shoreline would have been buzzing with the news 

when the brothers came home. There was, in other words, an encounter, a 

return to the ordinary, a time of intense discernment and then the Call. 

 

It is no different for the great conversion story of St. Paul. He too would 

have been looking for the Messiah and, even as he stood approving the 

martyrdom of Stephen, he must have been niggled, made uncomfortable by 

the courageous witness of this follower of Christ. The long journey to 

Damascus with these questions ringing in his ears laid the ground for 

Christ’s dramatic intervention and Call. 

 

In most lives of those who respond to the Big Calls, as it were, there is 

usually a pre-evangel, a preparation. There is also, very often a return to the 

ordinary for a while. Here are Peter and Andrew back at work – even 

though they have found the Messiah – unaware of the great call that is to 



come. They would return thence after the crucifixion and wait on the Risen 

Christ’s new call to mission the world. 

 

St. Paul spends the best part of ten years waiting for the Church to use him 

before he is let loose on the great mission to the Gentile world. 

 

These are the giants of the Faith. Thank God you and I are not called to such 

epic heroism and suffering – as far as we yet know. But we are called, 

nonetheless, and the pattern will not be that different. Knowing who Christ 

truly is, responding to His call, waiting on Him in the ordinary for 

discernment of what He would have us do. For some it will be a specific 

religious ministry to the Church and to the world but for most it will be in 

their daily lives as their prayer and faith and love and commitment make 

Christ present in the ordinary, the daily round, the common task. In that 

way the boundaries between sacred and secular begin to disappear as the 

Kingdom silently and graciously invades the world with its reconciling peace 

and manifests the glory of God. 

 

In this task every Christian soul has a part to play. Seek first the Kingdom of 

God.  Listen for the Call daily.  Listen for the Call of your life. Respond in 

generosity to the God who loves you and gave Himself for you in Jesus and 

then, and then alone, will you know who you are truly meant to be. And as 

you respond to that call so your life will surely call others into the Ecclesia, 

the gathering of those ‘called’ to follow Jesus, the great Church of God 

which is the family of Faith now and in all eternity. 
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