
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
You must not molest the stranger or oppress him 
Readings: Isaiah 45: 1-, 4-6, Ps 95, 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-5, Matthew 22: 15-
21 
 
 
 
‘The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this, you must not molest the 
stranger or oppress him for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt.’   
Exodus 22: 20 
 
It is now nearly half a century since Enoch Powell made his famous speech 

in Birmingham calling for a halt to immigration and, indeed, its reversal. It 

became known to history as the ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech, though it never 

used that exact phrase and was in fact quoting from Virgil’s Aeneid. Powell 

was a considerable classical scholar as well as constitutional expert and war 

hero – one of only two men to rise from the rank of private to Brigadier. 

(The other was Orde Wingate) 

 

The Birmingham speech, intemperate by Powell’s careful and concise 

standards, brought two considerable consequences. One was the removal 

of Powell from any position of political responsibility for the rest of his life. 

The other was that it became impossible to have any conversation about 

immigration that did not include the accusation of racism. So it has 

unhelpfully remained for most of my lifetime. 



I did not realise something was up until I heard a BBC correspondent on a 

talk show give an aside to the effect that ‘these Poles were everywhere’ 

I was brought up short because I have good friends who are Poles and my 

father went to war to defend their country and without their airmen it is 

highly unlikely that we would have won the Battle of Britain. Furthermore, I 

mused, had the BBC talking head substituted the word ‘Pakistanis’ I suspect 

she would never have worked again. How times change.   

 

Now, suddenly, the great and the good are queuing up to outbid one 

another in the run up to the next election to assure us of their concern for 

control of our borders and carefully regulated immigration. A subject utterly 

taboo for fifty years can now be discussed by the ordinary voter.  

 

In that half century we have witnessed dramatic change.  

 

In Birmingham, Powell’s old stamping ground, over 20% of the population 

are Muslim. One in eight Londoners are. In my original parish in the East 

End that number rises to one in three.  

 

One in eight UK residents was not born here. 

 

The number of Russians and Brazilians has tripled in a decade, the Chinese 

population has doubled, Lithuanians multiplied forty times and Poles ten 

times. 

 

What started as a cheap labour policy in the post-war era, encouraging 

people from the Caribbean to take jobs the native English spurned, 

blossomed by the Millennium, via European open borders and a covert 



policy by the Blairite government, later leaked by his speechwriter, to 

change the face of Britain so there would be no going back on the full multi-

culturalism agenda. 

 

In all this, as in all good democracies, the people were not consulted and 

little understanding of the consequences of policy or provision for its effects 

were made by successive governments. 

 

So what does the Word of God have to say about all this? 

 

Well the Jews, of all people, knew a bit about migration and have done, 

whether they wished to or not, throughout their history. God reminds 

them, in this morning’s Old Testament reading, of their four hundred years 

sojourn in Egypt. They were never to forget how important it was to be well 

treated as refugees, economic migrants. Thus, in their own community, they 

were to treat the immigrant well. The immigrant, in his turn, would not seek 

to undermine the way of life, moral or religious law of that community. He 

would integrate where he was able and seek the good of the community in 

which he made his home. 

 

We, as Catholics, need no lessons in multi-culturalism from political 

amateurs. We are THE multi-cultural community. Our identity is universal – 

that is what Catholic means. People join by consent and come to learn the 

faith and participate in the common life. We do not confect separate 

development or sectarian groupings outside that common life. 

We are the biggest aid agency in history and throughout the world caring 

for the refugee, the orphan, the hungry and the sick. So we know a bit 

about need.  



We also operate at street level so we know about people and change. Social 

engineering with great blocks of humanity, whether it’s dumping London 

overspill (as it used to be called) in deprived country towns or turning 

swathes of urban Britain into an adjunct of the sub-continent is a policy that 

can only have been thought up by the rich at the end of their long drives.  

 

People accept change. People accept other people but both change and 

acceptance is organic and gradual. It cannot be foisted. Communities do not 

work like that. There needs to be long periods of stability and settlement for 

a society to cohere. We need a sane and serious debate about how we are 

going to live together and care for one another in the radically different 

circumstances of the years ahead. 

 

For all the above reasons the State may be interested in where and why the 

Church has got it right. The Catholic Church was prescient all those years 

ago when it taught that a contempt for marriage and a contraceptive 

culture and the contempt for life would be the downfall of this culture.  

 

A few years back the United Nations estimated that Europe needed mass 

immigration to survive due to its dramatically falling birth rate and ageing 

population. Sixty five million was the figure required, almost exactly the 

number gone missing at the hands of the abortionists and their political 

masters. Hence the covert immigration policy 

 

Now the birth rate is on the up…..but wait for it. It’s the migrants who are 

having the children. They like marriage and family. Hallelujah. They have not 

yet learnt our decadent ways. 



Is it too late for the arrogant secularists of the State to listen to the Word of 

God? Is it too late for us as a society to repent? As Christians we must love 

our neighbour as ourselves but we also have a duty to prophesy against the 

prevailing philosophy which has led to the long silence and now the belated 

and unseemly auction in human lives.  

 

The Church has much to contribute to the forthcoming debate about the 

care of the stranger in our midst, the confluence and conformity of these 

communities to our common life and the end of clandestine politics and a 

return of confidence between government and governed.                         
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