
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
If he listens to you, you have won back your brother 
Readings: Ezekiel 33: 7-9, s 94, Romans 13: 8-10, Matthew 18: 15-20 
 
 
 

Today’s readings impose upon us, as both individuals and the Christian  

community, a burden of care which is intensely practical and very direct.  

 

What happens when things go wrong? What happens when someone 

wrongs us? What happens when someone we know sets out on a path that 

is contrary to the Word of God? 

 

The task of a believer is not to lapse into resentment and hostility. 

A believer must set out hoping and praying the best for a reconciliation and 

repentance and a renewal of communication and communion based on 

love.  Is this naive? 

 

Well where naive means a lack of experience, wisdom or judgement, 

certainly not. We are here, after all, following the wisdom and judgement of 

God. Simple hostility and anger at wrongdoing usually compounds the 

wrongdoer in his error as he goes into defensive and self-justification mode. 

The Scriptures, this morning, give us two distinct scenarios. 

 



In the prophet Ezekiel, the great prophet of the Exile, he is charged with 

proclaiming the Word of God to sinful man.  God tells him that he is 

appointed a watchman to God’s people. When they go astray he is to warn 

them.  If he warns them and they carry on in sin then they will be punished 

but the prophet will not be punished because he has done his job. 

If the prophet fails to give God’s warning to sinful man then…  not only will 

the sinner be punished but God will hold the prophet responsible ! Why? 

Because he knew and he did not say. 

 

The community of those who live in the light of Christ have a responsibility 

to speak God’s Word to the society in which we live. Silence is not an 

option. We know and therefore we have responsibility for which God will 

hold us to account.  When we see wickedness or error we have a sacred 

duty to speak. We may be mocked for it and rejected. That has always been 

the lot of the prophets. Failing to warn is to be complicit with evil. 

 

Then, in the Gospel, Jesus gives us clear guidance on how we deal, within 

the community of Faith, with personal grievance. The first step is always to 

try to effect personal reconciliation. Explain the hurt, one to one, don’t 

gossip it around, (-A word about gossip. Gossip is not fact. Indeed it is often 

a cowardly way of stealing someone’s reputation. Our response should be 

simple. If it’s true, produce the facts. If it’s not true then shut up.-) don’t 

grandstand your grievance, don’t whip up the feelings of others. That just 

makes it harder to back down and makes an apology and a reconciliation 

more remote.  Try to sort it out between the two of you. 

 

But what if this fails? 



Then Our Lord instructs us to bring two or three trusted witnesses (martyrs 

is the exact Greek term) to confront the issue causing distress. 

 

Here we would seek mutual friends who have care for us both and 

understand the things of God and our eternal interests. Again there is no 

public abuse or running to law – the early Church knew that courts are 

seldom sympathetic to godly outcome. Only if this fails is the matter raised 

to the jurisdiction of the Ecclesia, the Church. If there the offender rejects 

the teaching of the Church then, Christ says, ‘let him be as a pagan’ ie no 

longer of that community and communion. 

 

It is tough stuff but intended to encourage truth, reconciliation, healing and 

righteousness. Speaking the truth in love is what we try to do to our 

children. We need to be braver in our love of one another and more humble 

when it is our turn to be corrected. 

 

It is, I find, most often in the confessional – as a penitent – that I am 

reminded of my own shortcomings and follies but also of the wonderful 

mercy of God and the joy of reconciliation. 

 

That is the sacred truth we need to carry into our Christian communion of 

Faith and into the community of the world that does not know or recognise 

the waiting salvation of God.   
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