
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Father Robbie Low 
 
11th Sunday Year C 
 
The man who has done this deserves to die 
Readings:  Samuel 12:7-10, 13, Ps 31, Galatians 2:16, 19-21, Luke 7:36-8:3 
 
 

If you blinked you will have missed it. You have just heard of one of the 

bravest acts in the whole of Holy Scripture and also of an event that will 

reshape the whole history of the people of God because of the 

consequences of one man’s sin. 

 

The problem with the Mass readings is that, very often, they drop you in to 

a critical part of the story assuming either that you will know the story or 

have looked at your Mass readings and, suitably puzzled, done a bit of 

research. 

 

Those who ahead of the game on the Old Testament reading will forgive 

me if I spend a moment bringing the minority who haven’t had the chance 

to do their ‘prep’ up to speed. 

 

The King of Israel, David, has sent his army to war under the generalship of 

his great commander, Joab. David, this time, stays at home. 

 

Gazing down from the roof of his palace, he is utterly taken with the sight 

of a beautiful naked woman bathing. He wants her but he has no idea who 



she is. She is Bathsheba and, bad news for David, she is married to one of 

his great military allies, Uriah, the Hittite. David takes her anyway. 

But his attempt to cover his tracks is undone by her falling pregnant. 

 

Plan A: 

Uriah is summoned back from the war zone to report to David. David then 

sends him off home to have a little R&R with his lovely wife. 

 

Unbelievably Uriah goes and sleeps in the servants’ hall because he is a 

godly man, has taken a vow of chastity for the duration of the campaign 

and will not have a comfy night in bed with his wife while his buddies are 

fighting in the field and the Ark of the Covenant is with them. 

 

Plan B is ‘try again’. David has a very convivial evening with Uriah, gets him 

drunk and sends him home with some manly encouragement which is 

mercifully disguised by an Hebrew euphemism.  Uriah sleeps in the 

servants’ hall. 

 

Plan C: the plot now darkens considerably. Uriah must die. David sends a 

letter to Joab telling him to put Uriah at the front of the toughest fighting 

and then withdraw from around him. It is scarcely disguised murder. 

Joab obliges and Uriah is killed by enemy forces ….along with some of the 

most valiant and longstanding of David’s servants. Joab sends the message 

back about the ‘setback’ but with the punchline, ‘by the way Uriah the 

Hittite was slain as well’. 

 



David replies casually with the ancient equivalent of ,’You win some, you 

lose some.’ His friends’ deaths are as nothing compared with his relief. He 

can now marry his mistress and console the, briefly, grieving widow. 

See how sin grows exponentially. 

 

David coveted another man’s wife. David used his power to steal her. 

David committed adultery with her. David lied to cover his wickedness. 

David committed murder. He murdered his faithful servant and, 

incidentally, some of his oldest friends.  

 

He had gone from one lustful glance to entertaining sinful thoughts to 

breaking no less than five of the Ten Commandments.  

 

We do not need to go into the detail here but there will be the most 

appalling and bloody consequences for the dynasty of David and, 

indirectly, it will lead to betrayals, fratricide and the division and apostasy 

and ruin of Israel. 

 

Sin spreads like a contagion through the heart of man afflicting and 

infecting all whom it touches. Nowhere is this bitter truth more 

devastatingly conveyed than in this moral nadir of David’s life.. 

 

The King, God’s anointed has sinned spectacularly and with terrible effect. 

Who dare tell him? Who dare tell the man who has not hesitated to 

murder his friends and steal his faithful servant’s wife? 

 

Step forward the prophet Nathan. Here is a man who speaks truth to 

power. Wisely, perhaps, he doesn’t tackle the truth head on. He tells David 



a story, a story which will take him right back to his days as a humble 

shepherd boy. Nathan says, 

 

"There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor.  

 The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had 

nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it 

up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his 

morsel, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a 

daughter to him.  Now there came a traveller to the rich man, and he was 

unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer 

who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb, and prepared it 

for the man who had come to him."   

 

Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to 

Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 

and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 

because he had no pity."   

 

Nathan said to David, "You are the man”. 

 

Through the prophet, God tells David, ‘I have given you everything, 

kingship, palace, nation. If you asked I would have given more. But you 

have lied, stolen, betrayed and murdered. You have held my word in 

contempt.’ 

 

The punishment will be terrible. The sword will haunt the House of David. 

It does. 



David has slept secretly with his friend’s wife. David’s closest enemy – it 

will turn out to be his favourite son – will sleep publicly with David’s wives 

during the civil war. 

 

And here, at the lowest point of his reign and reputation, David establishes 

why he remains the great king to whom all memory turns. 

 

He does not punish Nathan for telling him the truth. He owns up. 

 

He repents and devotes himself to fasting and prayer. That is what saves 

him and his kingdom. 

 

We learn from this story that sin is rapacious. Evil spawns greater evil and 

the consequences often cross the generations.  We witness that 

repentance is the act of a sinner who knows the truth about himself and 

God and it is the first step to redemption. 

 

We recognise that the task of the prophetic Church of God is to be brave 

and speak the truth to power. She must speak God’s Word whenever and 

wherever. 

 

Only thus can monarchs, men, societies and civilisations be called to 

account and back onto the high road to salvation via the narrow gate of 

humility and repentance. 
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